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Only one answer per question is allowed. 

For each multiple-choice question completely fill in the circle alongside the appropriate answer.  

CORRECT METHOD                             
 

WRONG METHODS 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

If you want to change your answer you must cross out your original answer as shown.   
 
If you wish to return to an answer previously crossed out, ring the answer you now wish to select 
as shown.   
 

 
 

0 1 
 

 
Using your knowledge of hemispheric lateralisation, identify the brain centres which  
are usually only located in the left hemisphere.  
 
Shade one box only. 

  [1 mark] 
   

  A Language centres  
 

  B Motor centres  
 

  C Somatosensory centres  
 

  D Visual centres  
 

 
 

0 2 
 

 
Describe what is meant by inhibition in the process of synaptic transmission. 

  [3 marks] 
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Noor is crossing a road, when suddenly a speeding car nearly hits her.  Noor’s  
breathing becomes fast and shallow and her heart beats quicker.  Noor’s legs  
are shaking. 
 
A few minutes later, Noor’s breathing slows down again and she feels calmer.  
 
Use your knowledge of the autonomic nervous system to explain Noor’s experiences. 

  [6 marks] 
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Turn over for the next question 
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Describe and evaluate research into plasticity and functional recovery after trauma.  

  [20 marks] 
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What is meant by scaffolding in cognitive development? 

  [2 marks] 
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Reginald is learning how to read. 
 
Using your knowledge of scaffolding, explain how Reginald’s father could help 
Reginald learn to read. 

  [3 marks] 
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Describe the role of the mirror neuron system in social cognition. 

  [3 marks] 
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Eve watches Pete yawn and starts yawning herself. 
 
With reference to the mirror neuron system, briefly explain why Eve starts yawning. 

  [2 marks] 
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Describe the procedure of one study that investigated violation of expectation in 
very young children.  

  [4 marks] 
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Describe Piaget’s theory of cognitive development.   

  [6 marks] 
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Explain one strength of Piaget’s theory of cognitive development. 

  [3 marks] 
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Describe one of the Sally–Anne studies investigating theory of mind.  

  [4 marks] 
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Explain one limitation of the Sally–Anne studies. 

  [3 marks] 
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Researchers wanted to investigate the attitudes of 16–18-year-old students towards 
environmental issues.  They created a questionnaire that contained both open 
questions and closed questions.  The researchers carried out a pilot study of the 
questionnaire.   
 
After the pilot study, they selected 40 students aged 16–18 from a local school to 
take part in their investigation. 

 
1 4 

 

 
Briefly explain one reason why the researchers carried out a pilot study of  
the questionnaire.  

  [2 marks] 
   

   

   

   

 
 

1 5 
 

 
Identify the population and the sample in this investigation. 

  [2 marks] 
  

Population 
 

    

  
Sample 
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Write an open question the researchers could have used in their questionnaire. 

  [1 mark] 
   

   

 
 
 
 
 

Turn over for the next question  
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One of the questions asked the 16–18-year-old students to rate their attitudes towards 
global warming on a scale of 1–10, where 1 meant not very important and 10 meant 
most important. 
 
The results are shown in Table 1 below. 
 

Table 1  Frequency of rating scores on the attitudes scale (1–10). 
 

Rating score of attitude 
scale (1–10) Frequency 

1 2 

2 1 

3 1 

4 1 

5 2 

6 3 

7 10 

8 11 

9 7 

10 2 
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. 1 
 

Using the data from Table 1, draw a line graph.  Provide a title for your graph, and  
fully label both axes.   

  [4 marks] 
  

Title 
 

 

 

 
 

Turn over for the next question  
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. 2 
 

Using the data from Table 1, calculate the mean, median and mode.  
Show your workings.  

  [6 marks] 
  

Mean 
 

  
 

 

  
 

  
 

  
Median 

 

  
 

 

  
 

  
 

  
Mode 
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. 3 
 

Using the mean, median and mode you calculated in your answer to Question 17.2,  
what do these statistics tell us about the distribution of the frequency ratings? 

  [4 marks] 
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To gain a better understanding of attitudes towards environmental issues,  
the researchers carried out an unstructured interview with some of the  
16–18-year-old students. 

 
1 8 

 

 
What is meant by an unstructured interview? 

  [2 marks] 
   

   

   

   

 
 

1 9 
 

. 1 
 

Explain why having the right to withdraw is important in the design and conduct of  
psychological studies.  

  [3 marks] 
   

   

   

   

   

   

 
 
 

Question 19 continues on the next page 
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. 2 
 

Explain how the researchers could have ensured that the 16–18-year-old students  
knew that they had the right to withdraw from the interview.  

  [3 marks] 
   

   

   

   

   

   

 
 

2 0 
 

 
At the end of each interview, the researchers conducted a debrief with the student. 
 
Explain what information the researchers should have included in the debrief. 

  [3 marks] 
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