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These questions belong to
OCR, not to us.
The examination questions, mark schemes and examiner comments in this pack
were written and published by OCR. They are past assessment materials,
reproduced here so that students can revise from them.

What we do not own
STEMUP is not affiliated with OCR and does not own, and makes no claim to own, any
of the question, mark scheme or examiner report material in this pack. OCR has not
endorsed, approved or been involved in the production of it. OCR and the qualification
titles used here belong to their respective owners and appear for identification only.

Where to find the originals
OCR publishes its past papers, mark schemes and examiner reports. Always check the
current specification at ocr.org.uk before you revise, because content and wording
can change between series.

If you hold the rights to any material in this pack and would like it amended or
removed, contact admin@stemup.co.uk and we will act on it.



1 i Non specialised / undifferentiated;
Can become any type of cell / specialised
cell; 

2 Ignore just ‘other cells’, just ‘another cell’

Examiner' Comments

Most candidates performed well on this
question, stating that stem cells were
unspecialised but could become specialise
to develop into any type of cell.

ii stem cells injected into brain;
Stem cells turn into / grow into nerve cells;
to produce dopamine; 

3
Ignore stem cells grow / replicate / make /
replace / repair nerve cells

Examiner' Comments

This question proved to be more difficult
with most scoring only one or two of the
three marks available. Many stated that
stem cells could be made to specialise into
nerve cells. Fewer went on to state that
these nerve cells could then produce
dopamine. The most common error was in
thinking that specialised nerve cells could
be transplanted into the brain with very few
candidates understanding that the stem
cells had to be placed into the brain before
they began to specialise.
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