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1(a) Zebras (Fig. 23.1) have evolved to live in hot grassland in Africa.

Fig. 23.1

Scientists have tried to find out why zebras have evolved stripes on their body.

One theory is that the stripes help to keep the zebra cooler than other colours. Scientists did an experiment to
test this theory. They covered barrels of cold water with the skin of different animals. Then they measured the
temperature of the water several hours later.

The results are shown in Fig. 23.2.
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Fig. 23.2
 

(i) Do the results in Fig. 23.2 support the theory that stripes keep zebras cool?
Explain your answer.

[1]

(ii) The scientists were aiming to investigate if it was only the colour of the skin that affected temperature
regulation.

Suggest one improvement the scientists could make to ensure they only investigate the colour of the skin.
Explain your answer.

[1]
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  (b) Another theory says that the stripes make a zebra less likely to be bitten by insects.

To test this theory scientists made models of zebras and covered them with sticky tape.
One model was black. The other models had different widths of stripes.

Fig. 23.3 shows the number of insects that stuck to the tape.

Fig. 23.3
 

(i) Describe what Fig. 23.3 shows about the link between zebra stripes and protection from insects.

[2]

(ii) Horse blankets are used to cover horses when they are outside. Companies have started to produce horse
blankets with zebra stripes.

Use the information in Fig. 23.3 to suggest what width of stripe should be used to reduce insect bites.
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Explain your answer.

[1]

(iii) Biting insects can spread pathogens between animals.

Use the theory of natural selection to explain how zebra stripes could have developed.

[3]

2(a) The diagram shows a simple potometer.

The apparatus can be used to investigate the effect of light intensity on transpiration rates.
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(i) Describe what happens during transpiration.

[2]

(ii) Describe how the apparatus can be used to investigate the effect of light on transpiration rates.

[3]

(iii) The heat sink is a transparent tube of cold water.

Explain why a heat sink is used in this experiment.

[2]
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  (b) The table shows the results from using the potometer.

Distance of potometer from
the light (cm)

Distance gas bubble moved in one minute (mm)

Trial 1 Trial 2 Trial 3

10 70 74 72

20 73 75 71

30 52 49 51

40 42 30 31

50 12 14 13

 

(i) The mean distance the gas bubble moved along the tube at 10 cm from the light was 72 mm.

The diameter of the narrow tube was 1 mm.

Calculate the volume of water taken up by the plant.

Use the equation: volume = πr2 l
where r is the radius of the tube and l is the distance the bubble moves
π = 3.14

Give your answer to 2 significant figures.

Volume of water = ..................................... mm3 / minute [3]
 

(ii) Identify the anomalous reading in their recorded results and suggest a possible reason for this.

[2]

(iii) How should the scientists deal with this anomalous reading when they process the data?
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[1]

(iv) The scientists described their results for 20 cm as 73 ± 2.
Explain why they did this.

[2]

3(a) Fanconi anaemia is a genetic disorder. It results in the bone marrow being destroyed.
This causes a decrease in the numbers of red blood cells, white blood cells and platelets.

Explain two possible symptoms of Fanconi anaemia.

1

2

[2]
  (b) Table 19.1 shows normal ranges for blood components in people without Fanconi anaemia.

Blood component Number per mm3

red blood cell 4.5 – 6.5 × 106

white blood cell 6.0 – 16.0 × 103

platelet 1.5 – 4.0 × 105

Table 19.1
 

(i) Suggest why there is such a wide range of white blood cell numbers.
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[2]

(ii) The diagram shows a microscope slide containing blood from a patient.

The square cover slip is 10 mm wide and the thickness of the blood underneath is 0.001 mm.

Calculate the volume of blood under the cover slip.

Volume of blood = ................................................. mm3  [1]
 

(iii) Under the cover slip are 1000 white blood cells.

Does the blood sample provide evidence that the patient has Fanconi anaemia?

Use Table 19.1 and your answer to part (ii) to justify your answer.

[3]
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  (c) There are many different genetic disorders that can affect blood cells. Details of three of these are found in Table
19.2.

Name of disorder Cause of disorder Symptom

D-B anaemia dominant allele low red blood cell numbers

S-D syndrome recessive allele low white blood cell numbers

Fanconi anaemia recessive allele small numbers of all blood cells

Table 19.2

A blood smear from another patient shows that he has 3 × 106 red blood cells per mm3 of blood. Neither of his
parents have a blood disorder.

Use Table 19.1 and Table 19.2 to explain which blood disorder the patient could have.

Name of disorder

Explanation

[3]

END OF QUESTION PAPER
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