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FORMULAE AND STATISTICAL TABLES

Standard deviation (sample estimate)
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Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient
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n n

Critical values for Spearman’s rank

Level of significance for a one-tailed test
0.05 0.025 0.01 0.005 0.0025

Level of significance for a two-tailed test
N 0.10 0.05 0.025 0.01 0.005
5 0.900 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000
6 0.829 0.886 0.943 1.000 1.000
7 0.714 0.786 0.893 0.929 0.964
8 0.643 0.738 0.833 0.881 0.905
9 0.600 0.700 0.783 0.833 0.867

10 0.564 0.648 0.745 0.794 0.830
11 0.536 0.618 0.709 0.755 0.800
12 0.503 0.587 0.678 0.727 0.769
13 0.484 0.560 0.648 0.703 0.747
14 0.464 0.538 0.626 0.679 0.723
15 0.446 0.521 0.604 0.654 0.700
16 0.429 0.503 0.582 0.635 0.679
17 0.414 0.485 0.566 0.615 0.662
18 0.401 0.472 0.550 0.600 0.643
19 0.391 0.460 0.535 0.584 0.628
20 0.380 0.447 0.520 0.570 0.612
21 0.370 0.435 0.508 0.556 0.599
22 0.361 0.425 0.496 0.544 0.586
23 0.353 0.415 0.486 0.532 0.573
24 0.344 0.406 0.476 0.521 0.562
25 0.337 0.398 0.466 0.511 0.551
26 0.331 0.390 0.457 0.501 0.541
27 0.324 0.382 0.448 0.491 0.531
28 0.317 0.375 0.440 0.483 0.522
29 0.312 0.368 0.433 0.475 0.513
30 0.306 0.362 0.425 0.467 0.504

The calculated value must be equal to or exceed the critical value in this table for 
significance to be shown.
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Chi-squared distribution formula

X
O E
E

2
2

�
�� �

�
 

df r c� �� � �� �1 1

Critical values for chi-squared distribution

Level of significance for a one-tailed test
0.10 0.05 0.025 0.01 0.005 0.0005

Level of significance for a two-tailed test
df 0.20 0.10 0.05 0.025 0.01 0.001
1 1.64 2.71 3.84 5.02 6.64 10.83
2 3.22 4.61 5.99 7.38 9.21 13.82
3 4.64 6.25 7.82 9.35 11.35 16.27
4 5.99 7.78 9.49 11.14 13.28 18.47
5 7.29 9.24 11.07 12.83 15.09 20.52
6 8.56 10.65 12.59 14.45 16.81 22.46
7 9.80 12.02 14.07 16.01 18.48 24.32
8 11.03 13.36 15.51 17.54 20.09 26.12
9 12.24 14.68 16.92 19.02 21.67 27.88

10 13.44 15.99 18.31 20.48 23.21 29.59

11 14.63 17.28 19.68 21.92 24.73 31.26
12 15.81 18.55 21.03 23.34 26.22 32.91
13 16.99 19.81 22.36 24.74 27.69 34.53
14 18.15 21.06 23.69 26.12 29.14 36.12
15 19.31 22.31 25.00 27.49 30.58 37.70
16 20.47 23.54 26.30 28.85 32.00 39.25
17 21.62 24.77 27.59 30.19 33.41 40.79
18 22.76 25.99 28.87 31.53 34.81 42.31
19 23.90 27.20 30.14 32.85 36.19 43.82
20 25.04 28.41 31.41 34.17 37.57 45.32

21 26.17 29.62 32.67 35.48 38.93 46.80
22 27.30 30.81 33.92 36.78 40.29 48.27
23 28.43 32.01 35.17 38.08 41.64 49.73
24 29.55 33.20 36.42 39.36 42.98 51.18
25 30.68 34.38 37.65 40.65 44.31 52.62
26 31.80 35.56 38.89 41.92 45.64 54.05
27 32.91 36.74 40.11 43.20 46.96 55.48
28 34.03 37.92 41.34 44.46 48.28 56.89
29 35.14 39.09 42.56 45.72 49.59 58.30
30 36.25 40.26 43.77 46.98 50.89 59.70

40 47.27 51.81 55.76 59.34 63.69 73.40
50 58.16 63.17 67.51 71.42 76.15 86.66
60 68.97 74.40 79.08 83.30 88.38 99.61
70 79.72 85.53 90.53 95.02 100.43 112.32

The calculated value must be equal to or exceed the critical value in this table for 
significance to be shown.
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Mann-Whitney U test formulae

U n n
n n

R

U n n
n n

R

a a b
a a

a

b a b
b b

b
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�
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�� �

�

�

�

1

2

1

2

(U is the smaller of Ua and Ub)

Critical values for the Mann-Whitney U test

Nb

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Na

p ≤ 0.05 (one-tailed), p ≤ 0.10 (two-tailed)

5 4 5 6 8 9 11 12 13 15 16 18 19 20 22 23 25

6 5 7 8 10 12 14 16 17 19 21 23 25 26 28 30 32

7 6 8 11 13 15 17 19 21 24 26 28 30 33 35 37 39

8 8 10 13 15 18 20 23 26 28 31 33 36 39 41 44 47

9 9 12 15 18 21 24 27 30 33 36 39 42 45 48 51 54

10 11 14 17 20 24 27 31 34 37 41 44 48 51 55 58 62

11 12 16 19 23 27 31 34 38 42 46 50 54 57 61 65 69

12 13 17 21 26 30 34 38 42 47 51 55 60 64 68 72 77

13 15 19 24 28 33 37 42 47 51 56 61 65 70 75 80 84

14 16 21 26 31 36 41 46 51 56 61 66 71 77 82 87 92

15 18 23 28 33 39 44 50 55 61 66 72 77 83 88 94 100

16 19 25 30 36 42 48 54 60 65 71 77 83 89 95 101 107

17 20 26 33 39 45 51 57 64 70 77 83 89 96 102 109 115

18 22 28 35 41 48 55 61 68 75 82 88 95 102 109 116 123

19 23 30 37 44 51 58 65 72 80 87 94 101 109 116 123 130

20 25 32 39 47 54 62 69 77 84 92 100 107 115 123 130 138
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Nb

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Na

p ≤ 0.01 (one-tailed), p ≤ 0.02 (two-tailed)

5 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

6 2 3 4 6 7 8 9 11 12 13 15 16 18 19 20 22

7 3 4 6 7 9 11 12 14 16 17 19 21 23 24 26 28

8 4 6 7 9 11 13 15 17 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34

9 5 7 9 11 14 16 18 21 23 26 28 31 33 36 38 40

10 6 8 11 13 16 19 22 24 27 30 33 36 38 41 44 47

11 7 9 12 15 18 22 25 28 31 34 37 41 44 47 50 53

12 8 11 14 17 21 24 28 31 35 38 42 46 49 53 56 60

13 9 12 16 20 23 27 31 35 39 43 47 51 55 59 63 67

14 10 13 17 22 26 30 34 38 43 47 51 56 60 65 69 73

15 11 15 19 24 28 33 37 42 47 51 56 61 66 70 75 80

16 12 16 21 26 31 36 41 46 51 56 61 66 71 76 82 87

17 13 18 23 28 33 38 44 49 55 60 66 71 77 82 88 93

18 14 19 24 30 36 41 47 53 59 65 70 76 82 88 94 100

19 15 20 26 32 38 44 50 56 63 69 75 82 88 94 101 107
20 16 22 28 34 40 47 53 60 67 73 80 87 93 100 107 114

Nb

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Na

p ≤ 0.025 (one-tailed), p ≤ 0.05 (two-tailed)

5 2 3 5 6 7 8 9 11 12 13 14 15 17 18 19 20
6 3 5 6 8 10 11 13 14 16 17 19 21 22 24 25 27
7 5 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34
8 6 8 10 13 15 17 19 22 24 26 29 31 34 36 38 41
9 7 10 12 15 17 20 23 26 28 31 34 37 39 42 45 48

10 8 11 14 17 20 23 26 29 33 36 39 42 45 48 52 55
11 9 13 16 19 23 26 30 33 37 40 44 47 51 55 58 62
12 11 14 18 22 26 29 33 37 41 45 49 53 57 61 65 69
13 12 16 20 24 28 33 37 41 45 50 54 59 63 67 72 76
14 13 17 22 26 31 36 40 45 50 55 59 64 67 74 78 83
15 14 19 24 29 34 39 44 49 54 59 64 70 75 80 85 90
16 15 21 26 31 37 42 47 53 59 64 70 75 81 86 92 98
17 17 22 28 34 39 45 51 57 63 67 75 81 87 93 99 105
18 18 24 30 36 42 48 55 61 67 74 80 86 93 99 106 112
19 19 25 32 38 45 52 58 65 72 78 85 92 99 106 113 119
20 20 27 34 41 48 55 62 69 76 83 90 98 105 112 119 127
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Nb

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Na

p ≤ 0.005 (one-tailed), p ≤ 0.01 (two-tailed)

5 0 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

6 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 9 10 11 12 13 15 16 17 18

7 1 3 4 6 7 9 10 12 13 15 16 18 19 21 22 24

8 2 4 6 7 9 11 13 15 17 18 20 22 24 26 28 30

9 3 5 7 9 11 13 16 18 20 22 24 27 29 31 33 36

10 4 6 9 11 13 16 18 21 24 26 29 31 34 37 39 42

11 5 7 10 13 16 18 21 24 27 30 33 36 39 42 45 48

12 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27 31 34 37 41 44 47 51 54

13 7 10 13 17 20 24 27 31 34 38 42 45 49 53 56 60

14 7 11 15 18 22 26 30 34 38 42 46 50 54 58 63 67

15 8 12 16 20 24 29 33 37 42 46 51 55 60 64 69 73

16 9 13 18 22 27 31 36 41 45 50 55 60 65 70 74 79

17 10 15 19 24 29 34 39 44 49 54 60 65 70 75 81 86

18 11 16 21 26 31 37 42 47 53 58 64 70 75 81 87 92

19 12 17 22 28 33 39 45 51 56 63 69 74 81 87 93 99
20 13 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 67 73 79 86 92 99 105

The calculated value must be equal to or less than the critical value in this table for 
significance to be shown.
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Wilcoxon Signed Ranks test process

• Calculate the difference between two scores by taking one from the other

• Rank the differences giving the smallest difference Rank 1

 Note: do not rank any differences of 0 and when adding the number of scores,  
do not count those with a difference of 0, and ignore the signs when calculating  
the difference

• Add up the ranks for positive differences

• Add up the ranks for negative differences

• T is the figure that is the smallest when the ranks are totalled (may be positive 
or negative)

• N is the number of scores left, ignore those with 0 difference

Critical values for the Wilcoxon Signed Ranks test

n

Level of significance for a one-tailed test

0.05 0.025 0.01

Level of significance for a two-tailed test

0.1 0.05 0.02

N=5 0 – –

6 2 0 –

7 3 2 0

8 5 3 1

9 8 5 3

10 11 8 5

11 13 10 7

12 17 13 9

The calculated value must be equal to or less than the critical value in this table for 
significance to be shown.
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Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.

SECTION A

Social Psychology

1	 In your studies of social psychology, you will have learned about the classic study by 
Sherif et al. (1954/1961).

	 (a)	 Describe the sample of participants used in the study by Sherif et al. (1954/1961).
(2)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

	 (b)	 In stage three of the experiment, Sherif et al. (1954/1961) attempted to reduce 
inter-group conflict.

		  Describe one way that Sherif et al. (1954/1961) attempted to reduce inter-group 
conflict.

(2)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

The sample was 22 boys aged 11 to 12 years old, who were of a similar educational

level and who did not know each other before the study.

The boys were all white, middle-class and from Protestant families, and they had been

screened so that they were all psychologically well-adjusted.

Sherif et al. introduced superordinate goals that could only be achieved if the Rattlers

and Eagles collaborated, to encourage cohesion between the groups.

For example, the water supply to the camp was blocked so both groups had to work

together to find and fix the fault in the water tank and pump that provided water for

both groups.
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	 (c)	 Explain one weakness of the study by Sherif et al. (1954/1961) in terms of 
reliability.

(2)
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(Total for Question 1 = 6 marks)

The study was a field experiment at a summer camp, so Sherif et al. could not control

all the extraneous variables, such as the boys' individual personalities or events at the

camp, that may have affected the conflict between the Rattlers and Eagles.

This reduces reliability because the study cannot be fully replicated in the same way to

check whether the findings about negative attitudes towards an out-group are

consistent.
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  

2	 Jack wanted to investigate whether males were prejudiced towards females who 
worked in stereotypical male professions, such as building work and lorry driving.

	 He asked five males to answer a questionnaire about gender roles. Participant 
responses were scored out of 10 for gender prejudice, with 10 indicating a very 
strong gender prejudice, and 0 indicating little or no gender prejudice.

	 Jack’s results are shown in Table 1.

Participant Gender 
prejudice 

score 
(out of 10)

A 10

B 8

C 9

D 4

E 6

Table 1

	 (a)	 Calculate the standard deviation for the gender prejudice score using the data in 
Table 1. Show your working and give your answer to two decimal places.

(4)

SPACE FOR CALCULATIONS

Standard deviation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Mean = (10 + 8 + 9 + 4 + 6) ÷ 5 = 37 ÷ 5 = 7.4

(x − mean)2:

A: (10 − 7.4)2 = 2.62 = 6.76
B: (8 − 7.4)2 = 0.62 = 0.36
C: (9 − 7.4)2 = 1.62 = 2.56
D: (4 − 7.4)2 = (−3.4)2 = 11.56
E: (6 − 7.4)2 = (−1.4)2 = 1.96

Σ(x − mean)2 = 23.2      23.2 ÷ (n − 1) = 23.2 ÷ 4 = 5.8

s = √5.8 = 2.4083... = 2.41 (2 d.p.)

2.41
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	 (b)	 Calculate the range for the gender prejudice score.
(1)

SPACE FOR CALCULATIONS

Range .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 2 = 5 marks)

Highest score 10 − lowest score 4 = 6

6
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3	 Evaluate agency theory as an explanation of obedience.
(8)
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Milgram's agency theory suggests that most people will obey an authority figure and

give up their free will. In an autonomous state, individuals act on their own free will

and take responsibility for their actions, so they are able to dissent against an order

they believe is wrong. In an agentic state, individuals see themselves as agents of the

authority figure, so they obey without questioning what they are told and hand

responsibility for their actions to the authority figure.

The shift from the autonomous to the agentic state happens because of moral strain.

This is the point where individuals feel such discomfort between their own judgement of

what is right and an order from an authority figure that they shift into an agentic

state to relieve the strain. Milgram argued that this tendency evolved because

hierarchical social organisation helps groups to function.

A strength of agency theory is that it is supported by Milgram's (1963) study, in

which 65% of participants behaved agentically and gave what they believed were 450

volt shocks to the learner. Many participants showed signs of moral strain, such as

sweating and nervous laughter, but continued when the experimenter said he would take

responsibility, which is exactly what the theory predicts.

Agency theory also has real-life application, as it can explain acts of genocide such as

the Holocaust, where soldiers behaved agentically and blindly obeyed orders without

question, killing millions of people, and later claimed they were only following orders.

However, agency theory does not consider individual differences in personality. In

Milgram's study 35% of participants did not obey fully, which the theory cannot easily

explain, and research on the authoritarian personality suggests some people are more

obedient than others, so agency theory is an incomplete explanation of obedience.

Furthermore, alternative explanations suggest that obedience depends on the authority

stemup.co.uk
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(Total for Question 3 = 8 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 19 MARKS

figure rather than the person's state. Charismatic leadership (House, 1976) suggests

that the traits of the leader are important in gaining obedience, so a person remaining

autonomous may result from the authority figure lacking charisma rather than from the

individual's state.

In conclusion, agency theory is supported by Milgram's evidence and explains real-world

events, but because it ignores personality and the characteristics of the leader, it can

only partly explain why people obey.
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SECTION B

Cognitive Psychology

4	 In your studies of cognitive psychology, you will have completed a practical 
investigation.

	 (a)	 State the fully operationalised independent variable (IV) and the fully 
operationalised dependent variable (DV) for your cognitive psychology 
practical investigation.
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Whether participants completed a 30 second interference task (counting backwards in

threes) or no interference task before recalling the trigrams.

The number of trigrams (e.g. KBF) recalled correctly in the right order, out of a list of

15.
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	 (b)	 Explain two strengths of your cognitive psychology practical investigation.
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(Total for Question 4 = 8 marks)

We conducted the practical in a controlled setting, with the classroom windows closed

and blinds down to prevent distractions, and used standardised instructions, which made

the experiment reliable. This means we can be more certain that any change in the

number of trigrams recalled was due to the interference task and not extraneous

variables confounding the results.

We checked the trigram list against the initials of the students taking part so that

no trigram was a set of initials or a familiar acronym, which increased construct

validity. This meant we had a valid test of recall of trigrams from STM rather than

recall from existing LTM, so we accurately measured the effect of interference on STM.

We could have gathered a more representative sample of participants aged from 18 to

60 years old instead of only sixth form students, so that memory recall across different

ages was represented.

This would increase the generalisability of our findings about the duration of STM and

the effect of interference tasks to a wider target population.
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  

5	 Milo and Betty had watched a film together and were talking to their friends about 
the film. Milo described a scene where the main character had travelled by train to 
a big city where there were yellow taxis and really tall buildings. Betty said that the 
taxis were black, not yellow.

	 Betty also described how the main character had arrived at a train station but said 
it was in a town. She said that the main character had a large suitcase, but Milo 
claimed there was no suitcase, just a bag. Betty disagreed with Milo, she said because 
the main character was staying in the town for several weeks, it must have been a 
suitcase.

	 Discuss, using reconstructive memory (Bartlett, 1932), including schema theory, Milo’s 
and Betty’s recall of the film.
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Bartlett (1932) argued that memory is reconstructive rather than an exact recording:

when we recall, we actively try to make sense of information based on what we already

know, so recall may be distorted as memories are reconstructed using our understanding

from past events. Schemas are mental structures holding prior knowledge, built from

personal experience and culture, which shape how information is encoded and later

recalled. Where there are gaps in memory, confabulation occurs, meaning the gaps are

filled in using pre-existing information and expectations, often without the person being

aware of it.

Milo and Betty may both have similar schemas for journeys by train and arriving at

train stations from their own experiences. These schemas would have influenced their

memory of the opening of the film, which is why both of them recalled the main

character travelling by train to a station, even though they then disagreed on the

details.

Milo may have distorted his recall of the colour of the taxis as yellow because of his

schema for a big city with really tall buildings, built up from past films he has

watched where taxis in a city are yellow. The detail of black taxis did not fit his

schema, so it was changed to fit his expectations, just as participants in Bartlett's War

of the Ghosts study changed unfamiliar details to fit their own culture.

Betty recalled the main character arriving in a town rather than a big city, and her

stemup.co.uk

https://stemup.co.uk
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recall of a large suitcase came from what she already knows about travelling and

staying somewhere for an extended period. She even justified it, saying that because the

character was staying for several weeks it must have been a suitcase, which shows she

used her schema to fill a gap in her memory rather than recalling what she actually

saw.

Milo may also have confabulated the character having a bag and not a suitcase, as he

may expect that people visit cities for shorter periods of time, so his pre-existing

knowledge is that people only take a bag. Bartlett found that recall became shorter and

more conventional, and Milo's version of the scene may have been rationalised in this

way.

However, it is not certain that schemas caused their differences, as one of them may

simply be correct and the other forgot because of decay or interference. Reconstructive

memory theory is also hard to test scientifically, as schemas cannot be directly

observed, so we can only infer that Milo's and Betty's schemas affected their recall of

the film.
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(Total for Question 5 = 8 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 16 MARKS
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SECTION C

Biological Psychology

6	 Amelia is using a correlational research method to investigate whether there is a 
relationship between recreational drug use and aggression. She intends to study 
individuals who have been arrested for violent offences.

	 (a)	 Describe how Amelia could use a random sampling technique to gather a sample 
of 30 participants for her correlational research.

(2)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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	 (b)	 Explain one weakness of Amelia using a correlational research method for her 
investigation about recreational drug use and aggression.

(2)
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 6 = 4 marks)

Amelia could ask the police for a list of all individuals who have been arrested for

violent offences in her area and put their names into a computer database.

She could then use a random number generator to select 30 of these violent offenders,

so that every offender has an equal chance of being chosen for her research into drug

use and aggression.

Amelia cannot be certain that violence is the result of recreational drug use, as the

data will only tell her whether there is a relationship between her co-variables of

aggression and drug use.

This means she cannot determine cause and effect, as aggressive people may be more

likely to take drugs or a third variable may affect both, which limits the usefulness of

her findings.
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7	 Explain two strengths of brain structure as an explanation of aggression.

1 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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(Total for Question 7 = 4 marks)

Real-life case studies show that damage to brain structure can result in individuals

becoming aggressive, which increases the plausibility of the explanation. Damasio et al.

(1994) studied the case of Phineas Gage, whose damage to his prefrontal cortex led to

a personality change that made him irresponsible and aggressive, so brain structure can

influence aggression.

It is supported by objective scientific evidence from brain scans and has practical use

for the criminal justice system, which could consider a person's predisposition to

violence. Wong et al. (1997) used MRI scans on 19 violent male criminals and found a

smaller amygdala volume than in controls, supporting brain structure as a factor in

violent offending.
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8	 Assess whether hormones can fully explain human behaviour such as aggression.
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Hormones are chemical messengers released into the bloodstream by endocrine glands.

Testosterone is found in higher levels in males than females and is responsible for sex

drive, muscle mass and mood, and high levels are linked to dominance and aggression.

In females, the hormone estradiol plays a role in dominance, motivation for power and

physical aggression. Cortisol is a hormone secreted in response to stress, and low levels

of cortisol are associated with persistent aggressive behaviour beginning in childhood. The

combination of high testosterone, low cortisol and low serotonin has been associated

with impulsive aggression.

There is evidence that hormones can explain aggression. Dabbs (1995) found higher

levels of testosterone in adult male prison inmates who had committed violent crimes

compared with those who had committed property crimes. McBurnett et al. (2000)

found that boys with lower levels of cortisol in their saliva were three times more

aggressive than boys with higher cortisol, so cortisol does seem to play a role in

aggressive behaviour.

However, this evidence is correlational, so the direction of the relationship is unclear.

When faced with a situation that leads to aggression, levels of estradiol or testosterone

may increase in response to the situation, so hormones may be the result of aggression

rather than the cause. This means hormones cannot be shown to fully explain the

behaviour.

Furthermore, a focus on hormones alone is reductionist, as it excludes the role of

neurotransmitters such as serotonin, genetics such as the MAOA gene, and brain

structures such as the amygdala and prefrontal cortex. The fact that the strongest link

is found for a combination of testosterone, cortisol and serotonin suggests that

hormones interact with other biological factors.

stemup.co.uk

https://stemup.co.uk


*P71918A02236*

D
O

 N
O

T W
RITE IN

 TH
IS A

REA
 		

D
O

 N
O

T W
RITE IN

 TH
IS A

REA
						





D

O
 N

O
T W

RITE IN
 TH

IS A
REA D

O
 N

O
T 

W
RI

TE
 IN

 T
H

IS
 A

RE
A

 		
D

O
 N

O
T 

W
RI

TE
 IN

 T
H

IS
 A

RE
A

						





D
O

 N
O

T 
W

RI
TE

 IN
 T

H
IS

 A
RE

A

22

  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 8 = 8 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION C = 16 MARKS

Hormones also cannot account for social and environmental influences. Social learning

theory shows that aggression can be learned by observing role models (Bandura, 1961),

and cultural differences in levels of aggression suggest that hormones alone cannot

explain why people in some societies are more aggressive than others.

In conclusion, hormones such as testosterone and cortisol clearly play a role in

aggression, but because the evidence is correlational and other biological and social

factors are important, hormones cannot fully explain human behaviour such as

aggression; an interactionist explanation is more complete.
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SECTION D

Learning Theories

9	 Archie conducted an observation to see whether boys are more likely to play with 
gender stereotypical toys than girls. He visited a pre-school where he observed 
children aged between three and four years old playing with toys.

	 (a)	 Describe how Archie may have gained informed consent to conduct his 
observation.

(2)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

	 Archie recorded the first choice of toy that each boy and girl at the pre-school chose 
to play with.

	 Table 2 shows the number of boys and girls that Archie recorded as playing with a 
gender stereotypical boys’ toy or gender stereotypical girls’ toy.

Gender of child Type of toy played with

Stereotypical boys’ toy Stereotypical girls’ toy

Boys 8 12

Girls 10 11

Table 2

Archie may have asked the pre-school to send a letter to the parents of the children

asking whether they would allow their child to be observed on a specified day during

play activities at the pre-school.

He would have told the parents that he aimed to observe play with gender stereotypical

toys, explained his observation process and asked them to sign a consent form, as the

children are too young to consent.
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  

	 (b)	 Complete Table 3 to calculate the chi-squared test for Archie’s observation. You 
must give your answer to two decimal places.

(4)

Observed Expected O−E (O−E)2 (O−E)2/E

Boys Stereotypical 
boys’ toy 8 8.78

Stereotypical 
girls’ toy 12 11.22

Girls Stereotypical 
boys’ toy 10 9.22

Stereotypical 
girls’ toy 11 11.78

Chi-squared =

Table 3

SPACE FOR CALCULATIONS

Chi-squared (χ2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

	 (c)	 Archie had a one-tailed (directional) hypothesis with df=1 and used p=0.05 as his 
level of significance.

		  Determine whether there is a significant difference between boys and girls in the 
choice of gender stereotypical toys.

(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 9 = 7 marks)

There is not a significant difference between boys and girls in their choice of gender

stereotypical toys, as the calculated value (χ2 = 0.24) is lower than the critical value

(2.71) for a one-tailed test with df = 1 at p = 0.05.

−0.78 0.61 0.07

0.78 0.61 0.05

0.78 0.61 0.07

−0.78 0.61 0.05

0.24

O − E: 8 − 8.78 = −0.78,  12 − 11.22 = 0.78,  10 − 9.22 = 0.78,  11 − 11.78 = −0.78
(O − E)2 = 0.782 = 0.6084 for each cell
0.6084 ÷ 8.78 = 0.069,   0.6084 ÷ 11.22 = 0.054,
0.6084 ÷ 9.22 = 0.066,   0.6084 ÷ 11.78 = 0.052
χ2 = Σ(O − E)2/E = 0.07 + 0.05 + 0.07 + 0.05 = 0.24

0.24
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10	 Marigold is a teacher at a primary school. She is concerned about the behaviour of 
a nine-year-old boy in her class. The boy often refuses to sit on a chair at his desk, 
instead he sits on the floor next to Marigold. When he is asked to sit at his desk, he 
leaves the classroom and sits in the corridor.

	 Marigold decides to use behaviour shaping. She hopes to encourage him to first sit 
on a chair next to her, and then eventually shape his behaviour until he sits on a chair 
at his desk.

	 Explain one strength and one weakness of Marigold using behaviour shaping to 
encourage the boy to sit on a chair at his desk.

	 Strength

.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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	 Weakness
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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(Total for Question 10 = 4 marks)

Behaviour shaping is an effective way to help young children learn appropriate behaviour,

as Marigold can reinforce the boy for each small step, such as sitting on a chair next

to her, until he eventually sits at his desk. Nasa et al. (2008) found shaping helped an

11 year old with ADHD to concentrate on tasks, so Marigold is likely to succeed with

the boy.

Shaping a 9 year old boy to comply with the behaviour that Marigold decides is

appropriate in her classroom could be seen as ethically and morally unacceptable, as it

only manipulates surface behaviour. Marigold is controlling his actions, a form of social

control, without addressing why he wants to sit on the floor or leave the room.
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11	 Dora has a phobia of boxes. When she was young, her parents bought her a toy in a 
box. Every time she lifted the lid of the box, a clown jumped out and scared her. Since 
then, she has been unable to open boxes and is frightened about what could be 
inside them.

	 Dora’s family members open all boxes for her and reassure her that there is nothing 
dangerous inside each time. Dora regularly becomes upset when a box is delivered to 
the house. Her family members calm her down by making her a cup of tea and sitting 
with her until she feels safe.

	 Discuss how learning theories can explain the acquisition and maintenance of Dora’s 
phobia of boxes.

(8)
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Classical conditioning explains how Dora acquired her phobia. Classical conditioning

suggests a phobia is acquired through the pairing of a neutral stimulus with an

unconditioned stimulus, so that the unconditioned response becomes associated with the

neutral stimulus and a conditioned response is produced each time the conditioned

stimulus is presented.

The clown jumping out of the toy box was an unconditioned stimulus (UCS) that

produced an unconditioned response (UCR) of fear and being startled. Opening the lid

of the box was originally a neutral stimulus (NS) for Dora. Because every time she

lifted the lid the clown jumped out and scared her, the NS of opening the box was

repeatedly paired with the UCS, so an association developed between opening boxes and

fear. Opening a box became a conditioned stimulus (CS) producing a conditioned

response (CR) of fear, and this generalised from the toy box to all boxes, explaining

why she is frightened about what could be inside any box.

Operant conditioning explains how Dora's phobia is maintained, as described by Mowrer's

two-process model (1947). Negative reinforcement maintains a phobia when a behaviour

results in the removal of an unpleasant consequence. By opening all the boxes for her,

Dora's family remove the unpleasant experience of having to open boxes herself, so her

avoidance is negatively reinforced. Because she avoids opening boxes, she never learns

that boxes are harmless, so the fear does not extinguish and her phobia of boxes is

stemup.co.uk
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maintained.

Positive reinforcement also maintains the phobia, as when a desired consequence follows

a behaviour, the behaviour is more likely to be repeated. When Dora becomes upset as a

box is delivered, her family make her a cup of tea and sit with her until she feels

safe. This attention and comfort are rewarding for Dora, so her fearful behaviour is

positively reinforced and she is likely to continue showing fear of boxes.

Social learning theory may also play a part, as Dora may observe her family treating

boxes as something to be handled carefully for her, and their constant reassurance may

model that boxes are a source of danger. However, classical and operant conditioning

together give the clearest explanation of how Dora's phobia was acquired and why it has

continued.

stemup.co.uk

https://stemup.co.uk
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12	 Assess the ethical issues involved when using animals for research in learning 
theories.
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Learning theories have relied heavily on animal research. For example, Pavlov (1927)

studied salivation in dogs to show that animals and people could be conditioned to

behave in certain ways, and Skinner used rats and pigeons in Skinner boxes to study

reinforcement. In the UK, animal research is governed by the Animals (Scientific

Procedures) Act (1986), which makes sure research is conducted with consideration for

the animals' safety and welfare and that researchers and laboratories are licensed.

Animals should be given appropriate living conditions so they are cared for before, during

and after testing. The three Rs also guide research: replacement, where animals are only

used when necessary; reduction of the number of animals used; and refinement of

procedures to minimise harm.

One way of assessing these ethical issues is Bateson's cube (1986), which uses a

cost-benefit analysis based on the quality of the research, the likelihood of benefit and

the degree of animal suffering. This helps determine whether the potential benefits to

humankind outweigh any harm caused to the animals, so ethical issues are considered

carefully before research is carried out.

Learning research can often meet ethical guidelines. Small animals such as rats can be

housed in small laboratory spaces, so researchers can provide suitable conditions while

having enough animals to test, and many conditioning studies, such as reinforcing a rat

with food for pressing a lever, cause little suffering.

However, not all animal research in learning theories has been ethical. Pavlov surgically

inserted a tube into the dogs' cheeks to collect and measure the saliva, which may have

caused unnecessary pain, as conditioning could have been tested in other ways. Skinner
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(Total for Question 12 = 8 marks)

also attempted to train pigeons to guide missiles during World War Two, which is

unethical as the animals would have been sent to their deaths, although during wartime

this was seen as acceptable and necessary.

There is also the issue of whether findings from animals justify the harm, because

humans have cognitive abilities and free will, so conditioning research on animals may

not generalise to people.

Overall, modern regulations such as the 1986 Act, the three Rs and Bateson's cube

mean that animal research in learning theories is now much more ethical, but some

classic studies such as Pavlov's caused harm that would not be acceptable today.
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13	 Marco has been suffering with memory processing issues that cause him to become 
confused. He is not always able to understand situations and becomes frustrated with 
the people around him.

	 Marco was arrested on two previous occasions for aggressive behaviour. He was also 
once found by police in a car park at 3am unable to find his way home.

	 Recently Marco got into a fight with a man who he thought was laughing at him. 
When the police arrived, the man said he was not laughing at Marco, but Marco told 
the police that the man was lying. The police arrested Marco. When they interviewed 
him, Marco struggled to remember exactly what had happened.

	 The police requested a doctor to examine Marco while he was in custody. The doctor 
decided to refer him for a brain scan for his memory processing issues.

	 Evaluate how well knowledge from cognitive psychology could explain Marco’s 
situation.

(12)
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Cognitive psychology can explain several aspects of Marco's situation. The multi-store

model (Atkinson and Shiffrin, 1968) assumes that memory processing is a structural

feature of human cognition, with information passing from the sensory register to STM

and only transferring to LTM through rehearsal and encoding. Marco may not have

rehearsed the events of the fight, perhaps because he was frustrated and confused at

the time, so they were never transferred to his long-term memory store, which explains

why he struggled to remember exactly what had happened when the police interviewed

him.

This is supported by Peterson and Peterson (1959), who found that when rehearsal was

prevented using an interference task, participants could not recall trigrams after 18 to

30 seconds. This shows rehearsal is needed for information to transfer to LTM, which

makes the explanation of Marco's poor recall of the fight plausible.

The working memory model (Baddeley and Hitch, 1974) describes the central executive

as the control centre responsible for focusing attention and inhibiting distraction from

multiple inputs into STM. Marco's confusion and inability to understand situations could

indicate abnormal executive functioning, explaining why he cannot process what is

taking place around him, for example believing the man was laughing at him, and

stemup.co.uk

https://stemup.co.uk
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becomes frustrated and aggressive.

However, Marco's frustration and aggression may not be the result of abnormal executive

processing. Raine et al. (1997) found that murderers pleading not guilty by reason of

insanity showed reduced glucose metabolism in the bilateral prefrontal cortex, so

biological brain functioning may better explain Marco's aggression. This suggests

cognitive psychology alone cannot fully explain his situation.

Episodic memory is time and spatially referenced memory of life events an individual

has experienced (Tulving, 1972). Marco recalled the fact that the man was lying but

could not recall exactly what happened during the fight, and he was found at 3am in a

car park unable to find his way home. This may show an episodic dysfunction in his

long-term memory, while his semantic memory for facts may still be intact. Ostergaard

(1987) studied a 10 year old boy with brain damage that affected his episodic but not

his semantic memory, as he could still make academic progress, which suggests Marco

could have damage to one feature of his long-term memory.

Cognitive psychology also uses brain scanning techniques to locate memory functions

such as the central executive. Marco's referral for a brain scan could provide objective,

empirical evidence about his memory processing and help explain why he got lost at

3am. Schwindt and Black (2009) conducted a meta-analysis of fMRI studies showing

that Alzheimer's disease patients have decreased activation in the medial temporal lobe,

so the scan could help find out whether Marco has this type of disorder. However,

scans show correlation rather than cause, and evidence from case studies such as

Ostergaard's is from unique individuals, so it may not generalise to Marco.

In conclusion, cognitive psychology explains Marco's poor recall and getting lost well,

through rehearsal, executive functioning and episodic memory, and brain scanning offers

a scientific way to test this. However, it explains his aggression less well, as biological

factors such as prefrontal cortex functioning may also be involved, so an explanation

stemup.co.uk
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 13 = 12 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION E = 20 MARKS 
TOTAL FOR PAPER = 90 MARKS
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