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Explain how the data in The Balance of Payments Extract D show that increasing growth in
real GDP frequently leads to an increased deficit in the balance of trade in goods and services.

[4 marks]

In the past few years, CPI inflation has often differed by more than 1% from its 2% target. In the

winter of 2015 the UK experienced a brief period of deflation but, more recently, inflation has

been over 3%.

Evaluate the view that inflation is always preferable to deflation.

The Balance of Payments

Extract E: Re-balancing the UK economy

The UK government wants to re-balance the economy more towards investment,
manufacturing and exports, and away from consumption and government spending.
Manufacturing only accounts for around 11% of what is produced in Britain, while the
service sector accounts for over three-quarters of UK GDP.

Britain, which until recently exported more to Ireland than to the combined BRIC economies
(Brazil, Russia, India, and China), wants to export more to emerging economies and help its
companies access the fastest-growing markets in the world.

In 2012, Britain’s trade deficit hit its highest level since 2007. The hope was that with sterling
having lost about a quarter of its value since the financial crash five years previously, this
depreciation would have boosted exports in the same way that it did during the early 1990s,
when the pound depreciated after a sterling crisis. The last time that Britain had a trade
surplus was towards the end of that decade, in 1997.

[25 marks]

10

Source: news reports, February 2014
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Brazil: The Hot ‘BRIC’

Extract B: Brazilian economy

Brazil has a mixed economy with abundant natural resources. It has been the world's 1
largest producer of coffee for the last 100 years and it will shortly become one of the

world's top ten oil producers. Brazil also has a strong manufacturing sector. For example,

it is a likely source of the A4 paper you use in your printer, and its Bandeirante

Corporation has long competed with aerospace giants as a world-class manufacturer in 5
the niche market of short-haul commuter aircraft. By value, it ranks as the 23rd largest

exporter in the world. However, the discovery of oil off the coast of Brazil has led to an

appreciating currency; this makes life more difficult for domestic manufacturers.

Brazil is the world's fifth largest country by both population and total area. It has grown

rapidly over the last thirty years and is now the world's seventh largest economy. It has 10
the fourth largest car market in the world. From 1980 to 2011, Brazil's Human

Development Index increased by 30.8%. However, Brazil is also well known for its

inequality, and there is much rural and urban poverty. Many of its large cities contain

crowded and deprived slum districts known as favelas. Brazil's health care system ranks

125th out of 190 countries. 15

Brazil currently dominates Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) into Latin America and in 2011

it attracted about one third of all the FDI into the region. FDI creates jobs and contributes

to improvements in human capital as foreign companies often invest in their workforce.

New investment has a multiplier effect and the resultant growth in GDP generates higher

tax revenues for the Brazilian Government. However, there are also the environmental 20
effects to consider. Many overseas companies that are located in Brazil export part of

their output but some of their profits are sent abroad.

Source: News reports, October 2013
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The Balance of Payments

Extract D: UK trade figures and real GDP growth 2006 - 2012

UK trade balance

Trade in Trade in Balance of Real GDP
goods services trade in goods | (g5 change on previous year)
and services
(£ million) (£ million) (£ million)
2006 -76 842 41 643 -35 199 2.8
2007 -90 535 53 802 -36 733 3.4
2008 -94 261 61 689 -32572 -0.8
2009 -82 933 59 560 -23 373 -5.2
2010 -98 585 65 733 -32 852 1.7
2011 -100 092 76 832 -23 260 1.1
2012 -108 700 75 319 -33 381 0.3

Source: news reports 2014

Taking into account the news report, Brazil: The Hot 'BRIC' Extract D and the original evidence,

do you recommend that the company should invest in Brazil? Justify your recommendation.

[25 marks]
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Using Brazil: The Hot 'BRIC', explain how Brazil is likely to benefit from inward investment by a
UK car manufacturer.

[15 marks]

Brazil: The Hot ‘BRIC’

Extract D: News report — Is Brazil in trouble?

In June 2013, more than a million citizens across Brazil took to the streets to protest 1
against political corruption, poor healthcare, inadequate schools, substandard public

transport and crumbling infrastructure. This is in a country which is reported to be

spending $13.3 billion to host the 2014 World Cup and $18 billion to host the 2016

Olympic Games. 5

In February 2014, the Brazilian currency, the real, is also making the headlines. In recent

months it has collapsed against the pound. A year ago, visitors to Brazil would have got

2.70 real for £1 but now the rate stands at 3.61 to the pound. The fall in the value of the

real is in response to a widening budget deficit and fears that the government's credit

rating will be reduced. In response, the central bank has raised its base interest rate to 10
10.75%.
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Which one of the following macroeconomic policies is a Keynesian economist most likely to
recommend as a means of stimulating recovery for an economy that has been in recession for
several years?

A  Increasing taxes to finance increased government
expenditure.

B Increasing the money supply to maintain very low
interest rates.

C Increasing government expenditure financed by
increased government borrowing.

D Cutting government expenditure to balance its
budget.

[1 mark]
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10.

Brazil: The Hot ‘BRIC’

Extract C: How does Brazil compare with the UK?

Selected data for the UK and Brazil (2013 unless otherwise stated)

GDP (PPP) $2.39 trillion $2.42 trillion
Real GDP per head (PPP) $36,600 $12,100
Real GDP growth per capita (2000-2012) 1.14% per annum 2.27% per annum
Average growth (2000-2012) 1.72% per annum 3.41% per annum
Human Development Index (HDI) 0.875 0.730
(World ranking 26) (World ranking 85)
Unemployment 7.7% 5.5%
Inflation 2.7% 6.2%
g/l:ggnpt)account of the balance of payments —-2.41% _3.83%
Public sector debt (%GDP) 91.1% 59.2%
Budget balance (%GDP) —7.4% +1.6%
Industry %GDP 20.5% 26.4%
Services %GDP 78.9% 68.1%
Gini coefficient 34.0 54.7
Share of income of the poorest 10% of the 2.1% 0.8%
population
Share of income of the richest 10% of the 28.5% 42.9%
population
Years of schooling 16 yrs 14 yrs
Literacy rate 99% 90.4%
Life expectancy 80.3 yrs 73.0 yrs
Infant mortality rate 4.5 per thousand live 19.8 per thousand live
births births
Population 63.4 million 201.0 million
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11.

12.

Population, % over 65 17.3% 7.3%

Population, % under 15 17.3% 24.2%

Source: The World Facthook 2013-14. Washington, DC: Central Intelligence Agency, 2013.

Note: PPP = purchasing power parity

Brazil: The Hot ‘BRIC’

Extract A: Who are the BRICs?

The BRIC label was first coined by the investment bank Goldman Sachs and refers to a 1
group of four large developing countries (Brazil, Russia, India and China), distinguished

from other promising emerging markets by their potential to rank among the world's

largest and most influential economies by the mid-21st century. Their potential is largely

due to their natural resources, the size and structure of their population, their attitudes to 5
investment and trade, and their capacity for technological progress. The four BRIC

economies have a combined population of over 2.8 billion, about 40% of the world's

population. They also produce more than a quarter of the world's output.

Analysts have suggested that, to enable a country to realise its potential for growth, there
is a number of conditions that need to be met. These include: 10

» asuitable level of human capital, for example, in relation to education, inequality
and life expectancy

» astable macroeconomic environment, for example, as reflected in indicators of
inflation, growth and government borrowing

e access to current technologies such as the Internet and mobile 15
communications

» a stable political environment including the rule of law and the absence of

widespread corruption.
Source: News reports, October 2013

An injection into an economy, with a marginal propensity to consume of 0.8, leads to a total
increase in national income of £350 million. What was the value of the initial injection?

A £35 million
B £70 million
C  £120 million
D  £280 million

[1 mark]
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Government policy

Extract E: Rising rates?

The Bank of England warned that interest rates might rise as early as next year as its chief 1
economist said the desire to keep borrowing costs low for several years could be damaged

by stronger than expected growth. Spencer Dale, one of the nine members of the

interest rate-setting Monetary Policy Committee, said the UK may soon be growing at an

annual rate of between 3 and 4% and the Bank could not be certain when it might need to 5
tighten policy.

Following guidance issued by the Bank in August, the City is expecting interest rates to

remain on hold at their record low of 0.5% until at least 2015. But Dale said that in certain
circumstances an increase could happen as soon as 2014. "The big message is that

monetary policy is going to remain loose for a considerable period of time. | can't be sure 10
whether that means it will be tightened in 2015 or 2016."

The Bank said in August that, unless there was a risk from inflation or an over-heating

property market, it would only start thinking about raising interest rates when unemployment

had come down to 7% from 7.7% currently, something it did not expect until 2016. But the

recovery in the economy, seen since the spring, has left many in the City convinced that the 15
Bank will be forced to take action before then.

Dale said he welcomed the fact that the housing market was recovering, and saw no

immediate threat of a house price bubble. It was 'great' for the construction sector that more

houses were being built, and the increase in mortgage approvals would boost demand for
professional services and lead to greater labour mobility. "It is good for consumption, 20
because there is quite strong evidence that when people move home they go out and

change the carpets and buy new furniture."

Source: News reports, 2013

In 2013, two key aims of the UK Government were: to move the budget deficit towards a surplus
over the course of the Parliament and to ensure that the main burden of deficit reduction would
be through reduced government spending, rather than increased taxation.

Explain the possible demand-side consequences of an increase in taxation in the UK.
[15 marks]

Government policy Extract E (lines 4-6) states ‘the UK may soon be growing at an annual rate
of between 3 and 4% and the Bank could not be certain when it might need to tighten policy.

With the help of a diagram, explain why interest rates may need to rise if growth rates increase.
[9 marks]
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Assuming that the value of the marginal propensity to consume is 0.6, which of the following
changes in national income would result from an increase in exports of £19bn?

A £31.7bn [=]
B £47.5bn (2]
C  £76bn [2]
D  £114bn (2]

[1 mark]

Extract F (lines 4 — 6) states: ‘some are now arguing that further improvements in the
unemployment statistics can only be gained through improvements in the supply-side of the
economy, rather than relying on demand.’

To what extent do you agree that a further reduction in the UK’s unemployment rate is most likely
to be achieved by improvements in the supply-side rather than the demand-side of the economy?
Use the data and your own knowledge of economics, to justify your answer.

[25 marks]

It is now nearly a decade since the financial crisis caused a recession in the UK. In March 2009,
the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) set the UK Bank Rate at 0.5%, which was a record low, in
order to stimulate economic growth.

Explain the main features of a recession.

[15 marks]
In January 2009, £1 could buy approximately 1.04 euros on the foreign exchange market. By
July 2015, £1 could buy approximately 1.44 euros.
Explain the factors that may lead to a rise in the exchange rate of a currency.

[15 marks]
Explain the term ‘foreign direct investment’ ( Extract E, line 7) and, with the help of a diagram,
analyse how foreign direct investment and improvements to infrastructure may boost
productivity.

[9 marks]

The Government has ruled out the possibility of a rise in VAT before 2020 but other indirect taxes
may increase. It has also stated that the personal income tax allowance will be increased from
£10 800 in 2015/16 to £12 500 by 2020, and plans to cut the main rate of corporation tax from
20% to 17%.

Evaluate the economic consequences for the UK economy of a significant shift in the burden of
taxation from direct taxes to indirect taxes.

[25 marks]
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22.

23.

24.

25.

The Government has ruled out the possibility of a rise in VAT before 2020 but other indirect taxes
may increase. It has also stated that the personal income tax allowance will be increased from
£10 800 in 2015/16 to £12 500 by 2020, and plans to cut the main rate of corporation tax from
20% to 17%.

Explain how changes in both government spending and taxation might affect the level of
economic activity.

[15 marks]

Extract F (lines 19—-20) states ‘What is not clear is what should be done if low inflation turns to
bad deflation.’

Using the data in the extracts and your knowledge of economics, evaluate the view that
monetary policy is the most effective way of tackling deflation in developed economies such as
the UK and Japan.

[25 marks]

Extract F (lines 10-12) states ‘The Austrian economist, Friedrich Hayek, highlighted artificially
low interest rates and excessive credit creation as being the main causes of cyclical instability.

Using the data in the extracts and your knowledge of economics, evaluate the view that
maintaining low interest rates for a sustained period of time may be damaging to the UK’s
macroeconomic stability.

[25 marks]

The marginal propensity to consume (MPC) in an economy is 0.5. If the MPC increases by 20%
the new value of its multiplier will be

A 20 [2]
B 25 (=]
C 50 [2]
D 100 [=]

[1 mark]
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Mark schemes

1.

Response:

Max
4 marks

* includes evidence that shows that increasing growth in real GDP

leads to a reduced deficit in the balance of trade in goods and
services.

» clearly explains how this data is evidence that increasing growth

in real GDP leads to a reduced deficit in the balance of trade in
goods and services.

4 marks

* includes evidence that shows that increasing growth in real GDP

leads to a reduced deficit in the balance of trade in goods and
services.

* unclear explanation of how this data is evidence that increasing

growth in real GDP leads to a reduced deficit in the balance of
trade in goods and services..

3 marks

» includes evidence that shows that increasing growth in real GDP

leads to a reduced deficit in the balance of trade in goods and
services.

» limited explanation of how this data is evidence that increasing

growth in real GDP leads to a reduced deficit in the balance of
trade in goods and services.

2 marks

* includes evidence that does not clearly show that increasing

growth in real GDP leads to a reduced deficit in the balance of
trade in goods and services.

* no explanation of how this data is evidence that increasing growth

in real GDP leads to a reduced deficit in the balance of trade in
goods and services.

1 mark

Relevant issues include:

biggest trade deficit £36, 733 million coincides with the fastest growth rate in GDP

(3.4%) in 2007

years of recession (negative growth in GDP) occur when the deficit on balance of
trade in goods and services improves in both years (2008 and 2009)
when growth picks up in 2010 (1.7% from -5.2% in 2009) the deficit on the balance of

trade in goods and service deteriorates (£32 852 million from £23 373 million)

why an increase in the rate of growth of GDP often leads to an increased deficit in the

balance of trade in goods and services

[4]
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Areas for discussion include:

. definitions/explanations: inflation, deflation

. explaining the different types of inflation (demand-pull and cost-push)
. explaining the different types of deflation (malign and benign)

. explaining the UK’s recent history of inflation and deflation

. explaining the causes of inflation and deflation

. explaining the effects of inflation or deflation upon:

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

individuals, such as inflation causing a higher cost of living

borrowers, such as the relative value of debt falling with inflation

savers, such as inflation eroding the value of savings

those on fixed incomes such as the current government policy of raising JSA at 1%
or inflation (whichever is lowest)

real interest rates and borrowing

firms and investment

labour markets, such as individuals with low bargaining power being unable to
negotiate higher wages

consumption decisions, such as delayed consumption due to deflation
international competitiveness

activity and stability

. considering the different types of inflation in terms of creeping or hyper-inflation
. considering that inflation may benefit one group but at the expense of another
. considering that the type of deflation may determine the effects

. considering the duration of the inflation or deflation

. considering the ability of the MPC to return to the target of 2% inflation, eg the problem of

the lower bound to interest rates (liquidity trap).

The use of relevant diagrams to support the analysis should be taken into account when
assessing the quality of the candidate’s response to the question.
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Level of | Response Max 25
response marks
Sound, focused analysis and well-supported evaluation that:
* is well organised, showing sound knowledge and understanding of
economic terminology, concepts and principles with few, if any, errors 21-25
5 » includes good application of relevant economic principles to the given marks
context and, where appropriate, good use of data to support the response
* includes well-focused analysis with clear, logical chains of reasoning
» includes supported evaluation throughout the response and in a final
conclusion.
Sound, focused analysis and some supported evaluation that:
» is well organised, showing sound knowledge and understanding of
economic terminology, concepts and principles with few, if any, errors 16-20
. . Lo marks
* includes some good application of relevant economic principles to the
4 given context and, where appropriate, some good use of data to support
the response
* includes some well-focused analysis with clear, logical chains of
reasoning
* includes some reasonable, supported evaluation.
Some reasonable analysis but generally unsupported evaluation that:
» focuses on issues that are relevant to the question, showing satisfactory
knowledge and understanding of economic terminology, concepts and 11-15
principles but some weaknesses may be present marks
* includes reasonable application of relevant economic principles to the
3 given context and, where appropriate, some use of data to support the
response
* includes some reasonable analysis but which might not be adequately
developed or becomes confused in places
* includes fairly superficial evaluation; there is likely to be some attempt to
make relevant judgements but these aren’t well-supported by arguments
and/or data.
A fairly weak response with some understanding that:
* includes some limited knowledge and understanding of economic
terminology, concepts and principle but some errors are likely 6-10
5 * includes some limited application of relevant economic principles to the marks
given context and/or data to the question
e includes some limited analysis but it may lack focus and/or become
confused
* includes some evaluation which is weak and unsupported.
A very weak response that:
* includes little relevant knowledge and understanding of economic
1 terminology, concepts and principles 1-5
» includes application to the given context which is, at best, very weak marks
* includes attempted analysis which is weak and unsupported.
[25]
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Level of
response

Response

Max
25 marks

5

Sound, focused analysis and well-supported
evaluation that:

is well organised, showing sound knowledge and
understanding of economic terminology, concepts
and principles with few, if any, errors

includes good application of relevant economic
principles and, where appropriate, good use of
data to support the response

includes well-focused analysis with clear, logical
chains of reasoning

includes supported evaluation throughout the
response and in a final conclusion.

21-25 marks

Sound, focused analysis and some supported
evaluation that:

is well organised, showing sound knowledge and
understanding of economic terminology, concepts
and principles with few, if any, errors

includes good application of relevant economic
principles and, where appropriate, some good use
of data to support the response

includes some well-focused analysis with clear,
logical chains of reasoning

includes some reasonable, supported evaluation.

16-20 marks

Some reasonable analysis but generally
unsupported evaluation that:

focuses on issues that are relevant to the question,
showing satisfactory knowledge and understanding
of economic terminology, concepts and principles
but some weaknesses may be present

includes reasonable application of relevant
economic principles and, where appropriate, some
use of data to support the response

includes some reasonable analysis but which might
not be adequately developed or becomes confused
in places

includes fairly superficial evaluation; there is likely
to be some attempt to make relevant judgements
but these aren’t well-supported by arguments
and/or data.

11-15 marks
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2 A fairly weak response with some understanding 6-10
that: marks

¢ includes some limited knowledge and
understanding of economic terminology, concepts
and principles but some errors are likely

¢ includes some limited application of relevant
economic principles and/or data to the question

« includes some limited analysis but it may lack focus
and/or become confused

¢ includes some evaluation which is weak and
unsupported.

1 A very weak response that: 1-5

e includes little relevant knowledge and marks

understanding of economic terminology, concepts
and principles

e includes analysis which is, at best, very weak

* includes attempted evaluation which is weak and
unsupported.

Relevant issues and areas for discussion include:

the stability of the Brazilian economy

political and social stability

the rule of law and corruption

whether the investment is likely to be profitable and whether it is secure
the nature of any capital controls

the infrastructure in Brazil

the skills and abilities of the workforce

financial and other support from the government

regulations on business

the tax regime; both corporate and individual taxes

availability of finance

the prospects for future growth of the Brazilian economy

the size of the Brazilian car market and the potential for future growth

access and proximity to businesses that can support the car industry, eg component

suppliers

potential for exporting cars from Brazil, eg access to other markets in the Americas

the prospects for the value of the Brazilian currency, the real, and its stability

[25]

Page 16 of 31


https://stemup.co.uk

Level of Response Max
response 15 marks
3 A good response provides an answer that: 11-15 marks
» is well organised and develops a selection of the
key issues that are relevant to the question
* shows sound knowledge and understanding of
economic terminology, concepts and principles with
few, if any, errors
e includes good application of relevant economic
principles and, where appropriate, good use of
data to support the response
e includes well-focused analysis with clear, logical
chains of reasoning.
2 A reasonable response provides an answer that: 6-10 marks
» focuses on issues that are relevant to the question
« shows satisfactory knowledge and understanding
of economic terminology, concepts and principles
but some weaknesses may be present
e includes reasonable application of relevant
economic principles and, where appropriate, some
use of data to support the response
« includes some reasonable analysis but which might
not be adequately developed or becomes confused
in places.
1 A weak response provides an answer that: 1-5 marks
* has one or more relevant issues identified
* has some limited knowledge and understanding of
economic terminology, concepts and principles but
some errors are likely
* has very limited application of relevant economic
principles and/or data to the question
« might have some limited analysis but it may lack
focus and/or become confused.

Relevant issues include:

impact on employment, unemployment and human capital

impact on real GDP and aggregate demand

multiplier and accelerator effects

effects on long-run growth and productivity

spill-over effects on other firms

impact on the balance of payments: exports and import substitution
impact on the budget balance and public sector debt

may stimulate spending on improvements to the infrastructure

[15]
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12.

14.

[1]

[1]

Relevant issues include:

different types of taxes, eg direct v indirect, progressive, proportional and regressive
taxation as a withdrawal from the circular flow of income

how an increase in taxation affects aggregate demand

the relationship between aggregate demand and each of the main objectives of UK
macroeconomic policy, ie unemployment, growth, inflation and the balance of
payments

the different demand-side impacts of different tax changes, eg an increase in the rate
of VAT versus a rise in the top rate of income tax

multiplier effects

the impact of tax changes on the pattern of demand and hence resource allocation,
eg raising taxes on demerit goods

the significance of elasticities of demand.

The use of relevant diagrams to support the analysis should be taken into account when
assessing the quality of the candidate’s response to the question.

[15]
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15.

16.

Level of
response

An answer that:

Max
9 marks

3

is well organised and develops one or more of the
key issues that are relevant to the question
shows sound knowledge and understanding of
relevant economic terminology, concepts and
principles

includes good application of relevant economic
principles and/or good use of data to support the
response

includes well-focused analysis with a clear, logical
chain of reasoning

includes a relevant diagram that will, at the top of
this level, be accurate and used appropriately.

7-9 marks

includes one or more issues that are relevant to the
guestion

shows reasonable knowledge and understanding of
economic terminology, concepts and principles but
some weaknesses may be present

includes reasonable application of relevant
economic principles and/or data to the question
includes some reasonable analysis but it might not
be adequately developed and may be confused in
places

may include a relevant diagram.

4-6 marks

is very brief and/or lacks coherence

shows some limited knowledge and understanding
of economic terminology, concepts and principles
but some errors are likely

demonstrates very limited ability to apply relevant
economic principles and/or data to the question
may include some very limited analysis but the
analysis lacks focus and/or becomes confused
may include a relevant diagram but the diagram is
not used and/or is inaccurate in some respects.

1-3 marks

An AD/AS diagram is expected.

Relevant issues include:

. growth, aggregate demand and potential output

. the impact of faster growth on the size of the output gap
. impact of rising interest rates on aggregate demand

. growth and inflation

. growth and the balance of payments.

[9]

[1]
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17.

In this part of the question, candidates will need to demonstrate that they are able to evaluate

issues and arguments to support a conclusion if they are to be awarded more than 15 marks.

Where there is no explicit reference to the data, award a maximum of 21 marks.

Level 5 Good analysis and good evaluation 22 to 25 marks
Mid-Point 24 marks
Level 4 Good analysis but limited evaluation
17to 21
OR . _
) _ Mid-Point 19 marks
Reasonable analysis and reasonable evaluation
Level 3 Reasonable including some correct analysis but 10to 16
very limited evaluation Mid-Point 13 marks
Level 2 Weak with some understanding 4t09
Mid-Point 7 marks
Level 1 Very weak 0to 3
Mid-Point 2 marks
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Introduction ¢ Unemployment
« Demand-side / Supply-side
¢ Types of unemployment

Developing the | Drawing on the information in the extracts:
response to the

question * Labour market reforms (Extract E and Extract F)
uestion:

* EU possibly recovering (Extract E and Extract F)

Supply-side reforms (Extract E)

» Effects on firms / workers (Extract E)

» Comparisons with other EU countries (Extract E)

e The current state of the UK labour market and wage growth (Extract F)
e Subsidies / training / introduction of living wage (Extract F)

» Benefits cap and limiting JSA (Extract F)

(Application)

(Analysis) Arguments as to why demand-side factors may cause further falls:

¢ Rising real incomes in the UK

¢ Increased confidence

* Possible increases in domestic investment

* Possible increases in FDI

*  Multiplier effects

e Improved export opportunities (if the EU grows)

Arguments as to why supply-side factors may cause further falls:

« Consideration of the “voluntary” nature of some types of unemployment

* Changes to incentives

* Changes to benefits forcing people into low paid jobs

« Consideration that living wage may actually entice more people into jobs
market

» So called “carrot and stick” approaches

¢ Changes to structural unemployment

« Improvements to mobility (occupational and geographical)

* The UK's experiences under the “Work Programme” and government policy

* Focus on particular groups, such as the 16-24 age group or the long term
unemployed.

Evaluation e The UK could be approaching NRU / NAIRU / full capacity, the supply-side
may be vital in order to gain further improvements

e Both approaches are not mutually exclusive, improvements could be made
on both at the same time

« Some factors may be beyond the control of the UK, e.g. external demand in
the EU, is trade a significant issue?

e Consideration of regional aspects — unemployment rates mask a regional
issue which is very difficult to solve with policies which aren't targeted

« Consideration that more jobs may be created but the incomes or conditions
provided by those jobs maybe are not as good as others

Examiners should note that, for some of the weaker or average candidates,
parts of the above represent quite sophisticated evaluation and so it is
important to ensure that more basic evaluation is adequately rewarded where a
genuine effort has been made to display that skill.
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Also give credit |-

for e Diagrams

Reference to the UK / other economies

« An overall judgement on the issues raised.

18.

19.

It will only be possible for candidates to consider a few of the above. They may also discuss

issues not not mentioned above.

For defining / explaining

* Recession
» Economic growth
» The trade cycle.

Up to 2 marks per
definition or explanation to
a maximum of 4 marks

Award 1 mark for each logical link in the chain of reasoning:

For example

Higher unemployment (1 mark) much of which will be
cyclical unemployment (1 mark) due to a lack of AD which
causes disposable incomes to fall (1 mark) which leads to
further negative multiplier effects (1 mark) which may mean
even less revenue and profits for firms (1 mark). Firms are
also likely to be reluctant to hire new staff due to existing
spare capacity (1 mark) and may just run down existing
stocks (1 mark) rather than increase output (1 mark) which
may exacerbate the unemployment problem and lead to
both hysteresis (1 mark) and further problems of
demotivated “long-term” unemployment (1 mark).

Other issues include: Effects on inflation, balance of
payments on current account, poverty, and investment.

Up to 15 marks

Use of diagrams to help support explanations, e.g. trade
cycle, AD/AS

Up to 2 marks per diagram
(1 mark for labelling, 1
mark for correct
information shown) to a
maximum of 4 marks

Reference to the UK and/or other economies.

1 mark per reference to a
maximum of 2 marks

For defining / explaining

» Exchange rates
* Appreciation
» Different exchange rate systems

Up to 2 marks per
definition or explanation to
a maximum of 4 marks

[25]

[15]
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20.

Award 1 mark for each logical link in the chain of reasoning

For example

A free floating exchange rate is determined by the supply
and demand of currency on FOREX (1 mark). Speculative
activity (1 mark) may occur if it is thought there will be a rise
in the interest rate (1 mark) of a particular economy which
will increase the demand of that currency (1 mark) as the
returns to saving rise (1 mark) if money is placed in an
economy’s financial institutions (1 mark). As the flow of ‘hot
money’ increases (1 mark) this may lead to an appreciation
(1 mark but not to be awarded in addition to definition
marks) such as £1 = $1.46 goes to £1 = $1.50 (1 mark for
examples but not use of the example in the preamble).

Other examples include: trade flows, productivity rates,
inward investment, other speculative activities and
government intervention.

Up to 15 marks

Use of diagrams to help support explanations, currency
diagrams, trade cycles and AD/AS diagrams

Up to 2 marks per diagram
(2 mark for labelling, 1
mark for correct
information shown) to a
maximum of 4 marks.

Reference to the UK and/or other economies.

1 mark per reference to a
maximum of 2 marks

The anticipated diagram would make appropriate use of diagrams, e.g. LRAS shifting

right, SRAS shifting right, PPF’'s or AC curves.

Relevant issues include:

. Definition of investment.

. Explaining this in terms of a business entity in one country gaining ownership in another.
. Explaining the difference between FDI and portfolio investment.

. Increased foreign direct investment (FDI) by possibly bringing new technology or

production processes into an existing firm which may reduce the need for labour to gain the

same output and therefore boosts labour productivity.

. Improvements to infrastructure carried out by government capital spending such as
improvements to motorways may allow transport costs to fall allowing the company to
produce the same output for lower cost and boosts to efficiency and productivity.

. Research and development and increased competition due to FDI.

. Different forms of transport and communication links for infrastructure.

[15]

(9]

Page 23 of 31


https://stemup.co.uk

21.

Areas for discussion include:
. definitions/explanations: burden of taxation, taxation, direct/indirect taxation, fiscal policy

. explaining the burden of taxation, expressed, for example, as a % of GDP
. describing the current forms of taxation used in the UK and recent changes
. explaining the principals of taxation such as equity
. giving examples of the various direct and indirect taxes
. identifying the differences between progressive, regressive and proportional tax
. the redistributive impact of direct and indirect taxation
. how falling direct taxes may:

o incentivise work

o reduce tax avoidance/evasion

o influence consumption

o influence investment

o any other relevant point

. how rising indirect taxes may:

affect inflation

reduce consumption of demerit goods
affect SRAS

affect consumption decisions

affect wage demands

. evaluating the size of the shift

o

o O O O

. evaluating empirical evidence
. evaluating the period of time over which the shift takes place
. policy myopia and political ideology affecting decisions

. the Laffer curve.

The use of relevant diagrams such as the Laffer curve to support the analysis should be taken
into account when assessing the quality of the student’s response to the question.
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Level of |Response Max 25
response marks
5 Sound, focused analysis and well-supported evaluation that: 21 _ 25
» is well organised, showing sound knowledge and understanding of marks
economic terminology, concepts and principles with few, if any, errors
* includes good application of relevant economic principles to the given
context and, where appropriate, good use of data to support the
response
» includes well-focused analysis with clear, logical chains of reasoning
e includes supported evaluation throughout the response and in a final
conclusion.
4 Sound, focused analysis and some supported evaluation that: 16 — 20
» is well organised, showing sound knowledge and understanding of marks
economic terminology, concepts and principles with few, if any, errors
* includes some good application of relevant economic principles to the
given context and, where appropriate, some good use of data to
support the response
* includes some well-focused analysis with clear, logical chains of
reasoning
» includes some reasonable, supported evaluation.
3 Some reasonable analysis but generally unsupported evaluation that: 11— 15
» focuses on issues that are relevant to the question, showing marks
satisfactory knowledge and understanding of economic terminology,
concepts and principles but some weaknesses may be present
* includes reasonable application of relevant economic principles to the
given context and, where appropriate, some use of data to support the
response
» includes some reasonable analysis but which might not be adequately
developed or becomes confused in places
* includes fairly superficial evaluation; there is likely to be some attempt
to make relevant judgements but these are not well-supported by
arguments and/or data.
2 A fairly weak response with some understanding that: 6—10
* includes some limited knowledge and understanding of economic marks
terminology, concepts and principles but some errors are likely
* includes some limited application of relevant economic principles to the
given context and/or data to the question
* includes some limited analysis but it may lack focus and/or become
confused
* includes some evaluation which is weak and unsupported.
1 A very weak response that: 1-5
* includes little relevant knowledge and understanding of economic marks
terminology, concepts and principles
» includes application to the given context which, at best, is very weak
* includes attempted analysis which is weak and unsupported.
[25]
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22.

Relevant issues include:

o definitions/explanations: government spending, taxation, economic activity

o explaining the different forms of government spending such as capital/current
[transfers

o explaining the levels of government spending
explaining the reasons for government spending i.e. the redistribution of income and
wealth, merit good provision etc.

o explaining how changes in government spending and taxation can influence
aggregate demand both directly and indirectly

o explaining discretionary policy

o explaining automatic stabilisers

. explaining the effects of the economic cycle on government spending and taxation
. explaining how changes in government spending could change aggregate supply such as:
o capital spending on infrastructure
o training and education
o subsidies/grants for research and development
o subsidies/grants for investment
o tax credits
o assisted childcare and the effects on labour supply
o any other relevant point
. multiplier and possible accelerator effects
. explaining the different types of taxation

. explaining how changes in taxation could change aggregate supply such as:
o reducing income tax creating incentives to work
o reducing corporation tax allowing firms to retain more profit for investment
o reducing taxation, possibly making UK firms more competitive abroad and effects on
supply
o using taxation (tariffs) as a form of protectionism, aiding domestic supply
any other relevant point.

The use of relevant diagrams such as AD/AS, or labour market diagrams to support the analysis
should be taken into account when assessing the quality of the candidate’s response to the
guestion.

Note: Unless a candidate considers both government expenditure and taxation, they are unlikely
to have ‘developed a selection of key issues that are relevant to the question’ and therefore
unlikely to achieve level 3.
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Level of |Response Max 15
response marks
3 A good response provides an answer that: 11 -15
» iswell organised and develops a selection of the key issues that are marks
relevant to the question
» shows sound knowledge and understanding of economic terminology,
concepts and principles with few, if any, errors
* includes good application of relevant economic principles to the given
context and, where appropriate, good use of data to support the
response
* includes well-focused analysis with clear, logical chains of reasoning.
2 A reasonable response provides an answer that: 6—10
» focuses on issues that are relevant to the question marks
» shows satisfactory knowledge and understanding of economic
terminology, concepts and principles but some weaknesses may be
present
* includes reasonable application of relevant economic principles to the
given context and, where appropriate, some use of data to support the
response
» includes some reasonable analysis but which might not be adequately
developed or becomes confused in places.
1 A weak response provides an answer that: 1-5
* has identified one or more relevant issues marks
* has some limited knowledge and understanding of economic
terminology, concepts and principles but some errors are likely
* has very limited application of relevant economic principles to the given
context and/or data to the question
* might have some limited analysis but it may lack focus and/or become
confused.
[15]
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23.

Areas for discussion include:

. definitions/explanations: monetary policy, deflation, developed economies

. deflation and the different types (malign v benign)

. the effects of deflation

. the nature of developed economies and different experiences of deflation

. the role of interest rates and the transmission mechanism

. the effects of interest rates on investment, employment, saving and consumption

. the link between long-term saving and long-term investment

. the effectiveness of interest rates at very low levels including negative interest rates

. consideration of the MPC'’s role, primarily in targeting inflation but also in targeting growth

. consideration of differences in the two economies which may determine the effectiveness
of monetary policy

. the use of quantitative easing and consideration of its success

. the possible role of the exchange rate in stimulating the economy

. the use of fiscal policy and fiscal stimulus

. considering how government debt may affect the ability to use fiscal policy

. considering how private-sector debt may influence the effectiveness of policies designed to
combat deflation

. consideration of the potential conflicts in policy

. the significance of economic shocks and their impact on policies to tackle deflation.

The use of relevant diagrams to support the analysis should be taken into account when
assessing the quality of the candidate’s response to the question.
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Level of |Response Max 25
response marks
5 Sound, focused analysis and well-supported evaluation that: 21 _ 25
» is well organised, showing sound knowledge and understanding of marks
economic terminology, concepts and principles with few, if any, errors
* includes good application of relevant economic principles to the given
context and, where appropriate, good use of data to support the
response
» includes well-focused analysis with clear, logical chains of reasoning
e includes supported evaluation throughout the response and in a final
conclusion.
4 Sound, focused analysis and some supported evaluation that: 16 — 20
» is well organised, showing sound knowledge and understanding of marks
economic terminology, concepts and principles with few, if any, errors
* includes some good application of relevant economic principles to the
given context and, where appropriate, some good use of data to
support the response
* includes some well-focused analysis with clear, logical chains of
reasoning
» includes some reasonable, supported evaluation.
3 Some reasonable analysis but generally unsupported evaluation that: 11— 15
» focuses on issues that are relevant to the question, showing marks
satisfactory knowledge and understanding of economic terminology,
concepts and principles but some weaknesses may be present
* includes reasonable application of relevant economic principles to the
given context and, where appropriate, some use of data to support the
response
» includes some reasonable analysis but which might not be adequately
developed or becomes confused in places
* includes fairly superficial evaluation; there is likely to be some attempt
to make relevant judgements but these are not well-supported by
arguments and/or data.
2 A fairly weak response with some understanding that: 6—10
* includes some limited knowledge and understanding of economic marks
terminology, concepts and principles but some errors are likely
* includes some limited application of relevant economic principles to the
given context and/or data to the question
* includes some limited analysis but it may lack focus and/or become
confused
* includes some evaluation which is weak and unsupported.
1 A very weak response that: 1-5
* includes little relevant knowledge and understanding of economic marks
terminology, concepts and principles
» includes application to the given context which, at best, is very weak
* includes attempted analysis which is weak and unsupported.
[25]
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24.

Areas for discussion include:

. definitions/explanations: interest rates, monetary policy, economic stability, cyclical
instability, credit creation
. explaining the possible effects of low interest rates on:
° saving and borrowing, including loans and mortgages
° consumption
° investment
° the exchange rate
° confidence
. explaining the benefits of low interest rates for:
° growth (long-run and short-run)
° unemployment
° inflation or avoidance of deflation
° the current account of the balance of payments
. explaining the drawbacks of persistently low interest rates such as:
° inflationary pressure and overheating the economy
° asset-price and speculative bubbles
° over-complacency in firms and the build-up of private-sector debt
° effects on financial institutions and the real economy if people/firms default on their
debt repayments
° effects on the housing market if interest rates need to rise
° effects on people relying on savings such as pensioners
° possibly leading to malinvestment and sustaining zombie businesses
. considering why interest rates were low in the first place
. explaining the role of the MPC in setting Bank Rate and the factors taken into consideration
when setting the rate
. explaining the monetary policy transmission mechanism
. explanation of alternative schools of thought regarding monetary policy
. the role of other aspects of monetary policy (eg forward-guidance or Q.E.) alongside
conventional interest rate policy
. the potential short-term benefits of lower interest rates such as household consumption
rising compared to long-term financial burden
. the role of the financial authorities in reducing the possibility of households taking on too
much debt.

The use of relevant diagrams to support the analysis should be taken into account when
assessing the quality of the student’s response to the question.
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Level of
response

Response

Max 25
marks

Sound, focused analysis and well-supported evaluation that:

is well organised, showing sound knowledge and understanding of
economic terminology, concepts and principles with few, if any, errors
includes good application of relevant economic principles to the given
context and, where appropriate, good use of data to support the
response

includes well-focused analysis with clear, logical chains of reasoning
includes supported evaluation throughout the response and in a final
conclusion.

21 -25
marks

Sound, focused analysis and some supported evaluation that:

is well organised, showing sound knowledge and understanding of
economic terminology, concepts and principles with few, if any, errors
includes some good application of relevant economic principles to the
given context and, where appropriate, some good use of data to
support the response

includes some well-focused analysis with clear, logical chains of
reasoning

includes some reasonable, supported evaluation.

16 - 20
marks

Some reasonable analysis but generally unsupported evaluation that:

focuses on issues that are relevant to the question, showing
satisfactory knowledge and understanding of economic terminology,
concepts and principles but some weaknesses may be present
includes reasonable application of relevant economic principles to the
given context and, where appropriate, some use of data to support the
response

includes some reasonable analysis but which might not be adequately
developed or becomes confused in places

includes fairly superficial evaluation; there is likely to be some attempt
to make relevant judgements but these are not well-supported by
arguments and/or data.

11 -15
marks

A fairly weak response with some understanding that:

includes some limited knowledge and understanding of economic
terminology, concepts and principles but some errors are likely
includes some limited application of relevant economic principles to the
given context and/or data to the question

includes some limited analysis but it may lack focus and/or become
confused

includes some evaluation which is weak and unsupported.

6 —10
marks

A very weak response that:

includes little relevant knowledge and understanding of economic
terminology, concepts and principles

includes application to the given context which, at best, is very weak
includes attempted analysis which is weak and unsupported.

1-5
marks

25.

[25]

[1]
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