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These questions belong to
AQA, not to us.

The examination questions, mark schemes and examiner reports in this pack
were written and published by AQA. They are past assessment materials,
reproduced here so that students can revise from them.

What we do not own

STEMUP is not affiliated with AQA and does not own, and makes no claim to own, any of
the question, mark scheme or examiner report material in this pack. AQA has not
endorsed, approved or been involved in the production of it. AQA and the qualification
titles used here belong to their respective owners and appear for identification only.

Where to find the originals

AQA publishes its past papers, mark schemes and examiner reports free of charge.
Always check the current specification at aga.org.uk before you revise, because
content and wording can change between series.

If you hold the rights to any material in this pack and would like it amended or
removed, contact admin@stemup.co.uk and we will act on it.
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Mark schemes

1.

C

For candidates who:

Define / explain inflation and / or index numbers in a general sense and / or refer to UK
inflation

Explain how inflation is measured in the UK with reference to, eg:

the concept of a ‘basket’ of goods and services to include all types of household
spending, including food, restaurant meals, tobacco but with some exclusions from the
RPI, for example, interest charges on credit cards. The prices of a large and varied
sample of products in the basket are gauged. A wide range of retail venues is chosen
in about 150 places around the UK. The goods and services for which prices are
recorded are known as ‘representative items’ of which there are 650. Their movement
is taken to represent the price changes for all goods and services covered by the
index.

an inflation index as a measure of average prices and of price changes not price levels.
So, for example, for RPI with Jan 1987 = 100, the index was 209.8 in January 2008
compared to 201.6 a year earlier. An annual inflation rate of 4.1% can be calculated
from these data

Family Expenditure Survey
the concept of the ‘average family’
the system of weighting

comparison between indices, eg the RPI, CPI, RPIX, TPI (only the first two are cited in
the specification)

any other valid feature of measurement using indices.

Make use of diagrams in the analysis.
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Award up to 2 marks for each significant point of comparison made.

Response Marks

Identifies a significant point of comparison. 2 marks
Makes accurate use of the data to support the comparison identified.
Unit of measurement given accurately.

Identifies a significant point of comparison but only one piece of data 1 mark
is given when two are needed and/or no unit of measurement is
given and/or the unit of measurement is inaccurate and/or the wrong
date is given.

OR

Identifies a significant feature of one data series with accurate use of
the data (including the unit of measurement) but no comparison is
made.

If a candidate identifies more than two significant points of comparison, reward the best

two.

Significant points include:

the index of average disposable income (from 100 to 108) and the index of food prices
(from 100 to 118) were both higher at the end of the period than the beginning

the index of food prices increased more (from 100 to 118, ie an increase of 18%) than the

index of average disposable income (from 100 to 108, ie an increase of 8%)

the highest index of average disposable income was in 2011 (110), whereas the highest

index of food prices was in 2012 (118)

the index of average disposable income and the index of food prices were both lowest at

the start of the period (100 for both income and food prices in 2008)

the range of the index of average disposable income (100 to 118, ie 18) was greater than

the range for the index of food prices (100 to 110, ie 10)

the greatest change in the index of average disposable income was between 2010 and
2011 (105 to 110), whereas the greatest change in the index of food prices was between

2008 and 2009 (100 to 106)

the smallest change in the index of average disposable income was between 2011 and
2012 (110 to 108), although allow 2008 to 2009 where the index rose from 100 to 102 (a
slightly larger percentage), whereas the smallest change in the index of food prices was

between 2009 and 2010 (106 to 109)
the index of food prices rose every year (eg from 109 to 114 between 2010 and 2011),

whereas the index for average disposable income rose each year until 2011 (eg from 105

to 110 between 2010 and 2011), before falling in 2012 (to 108).

Notes:
Do NOT allow that food prices are higher than incomes for most of the period.

The higher index number for food is covered by the second point in the mark scheme.

Index numbers have no units but valid points should refer to ‘the index’.
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